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The Russian bear J.-- surprised and pained
that any person c ulil have misconstrued
his honest and honorable intentions.

Adjutant General Corbin says he is mak-
ing lieutenants of better sttifr? than Funston
every elay. Who knows but lots of lieuten-
ants have been made of better stuff than
Corbin?

No one tning more clearly point?, out the
waning Influence of the French than tlx;
circumstance that both Russia and Ger-
many have substituted English for French
In their schools.

There is cause to suspect that Japan Is
too to get into a war with Russia.
David was too much for Goliath many
years ago, but the David policy has not
Lcn successful to any extent since the
first trial.

"With an excess of oxienditures the last
Jfar of ?,.vso.(j) over receipts, Russia is
r."t In the best condition to enter upon a,

war. even with Japan, a fact that Russia,
by Its latest peaceful avowal, seems to
appreciate.

Agulnaldo is this much superior to the
American anti-imperiali- st: lie grasped the
principles and recognized the benefits of
American pivornment after a few days
study, while they reject them after a life-

time of experience.

There is reason to believe the British
government would she ;i gool deal to
know that Oom Paul Kruger was engaged,
like Agulnaldo, In studying the English
dictionary, preparatory to the issue of a
proclamation of peace.

If any American '.z tempted to think the
I'r sfd nt's salary of J.VV.ni) a year too large
he should ponder the Kind's civil list re-

ported in the Uritish Parliament. Including
personal allowances to the Kintf and Queen,
for the King's household expenses, etc., it
a?gr:gates $.U"0.oOC a year.

In the American social system of to-d- ay

there Is only one thing worse than the
exploitation of family and social scandals
through the telegraph and press, and that
is the existence of M;ch scandals. In view
of both it might fairly be asked, where are
we and what are w- - coming to?

Thv ancient civilization of China does
riot appeal to us, but when the man of
tho ancient- - civilization enters the tield of
diplomacy the best of the new civilization
Is no match for him. He keeps the allies
occupied in stiuabbUs while he placidly
carries out his own designs.

A dispatch from Chicago says that a list
of provisions to be sent from that city to
the army in the Philippines contains 2. t'.'S

one-poun- d cans of chicken tamalcs, and
l.Ow.öiO two-poun- d cans of pigs' feet. A
government that supplies its soldiers with
fach delicacies. In addition to substantiate,
la certainly a pood purveyor.

A candidate for the running of the ele-

vator In the Statehcuso has asked an early
Tesponse to his application because he
Intends to bo a candidate for the City Coun-

cil tf he fails. Such zeal to serve the pul-li- s

is co:r.;ncndable. but there is cause to
IVir that it would be misunderstoewl if it

fhould bo announced in a fairly conducted
primary.

During the pat two weeks l'ritish con-Fo- ls

have vibrated between I'ÖH and .

an! a dispatdj :ys there is no prosp t of
a r.: iterial r'. The consols are British J
jv r tent, national bonds, and arc guaran-te-- d

by all the revenues at the command
d the P.riti-d- i government. A yar ago

's sohl in 1.' n at 1; P4. and a short
thr.e be fore they were quote l at 1'!. The
costly war with the Boors has hurt British
credit. At the time the eonsol was soiling
at ; our H per cents, were quoted at 111

In Now York. Fr.it od Staus :', per cents,
ll corishb rably highor- - in London than

th" Brlti-- h H p r outs.

lr.t-rr.at!ona- l onratulations are qiu-er- .

Kmpcror William, of Germ any, Is almost a
farMtieal I'ritcstant. and the Sultan of
Turk-- I an equally pronounced Mussul-

man, ycc when the latter capfd injury
fr'm" an earthquake the Err.p ror ivir.--

hi;u his rndouiM! congratulations upon
'!... w manifestly God has protected your

Id precious life." and the Sultan
wirs b.i k that nothing but his eonüdenco
In God enabled him to command himself at
a critical moment, ar.d that "I thank the
Almighty, who is watching over my pcr-fo- n

and subjects and who preserved them
from reril." It would take an Ingenious
Xerson to draw the line In this correspond-

ence b tween sincerity and hypocrisy.

' There Is a current belief In Germany that
the present Emperor la threatened with In-

finity, if not already In Its Incipient stage,
and that man cf his recent cccentrio ut--

terances are due to this cause. It la though
by many to arcount for his extreme ex-

pressions declarative of the divine right of
kins, of his own sacredness, of the duty
nf all German soldiers to sacrifice their
lives for him. etc. All of these expressions
are in the direction cf imperial absolutism.
They are- - not in accord with the drift of
German sentiment, ami are the cause of
much unfavorable comment by leading Ger-n.a- n

newspapers. Kmperur William is not
a well-balan- ce 1 man. and it is finite within
the peissibillilf s that he may end his life
in an asylum for insane.

ClIAMillS IX IU HOPI'.
The report that Italy may withdraw

I from the triple alliance, composed of Italy,
G. rmany and Austria, indicates a change
in recent years in the. relative strength
and purposes of European nations. When
the alliance was formed France was a
menace on one side and Russia was a
power which might attempt to extend
Itself westward if a combination were
not made to resist such encroachments
Since the alliance was formed France has
ceased to he a menace. Its population at
a standstill and its lebt an oppressive
burden, France is not even a menace to
Italy. For while Italy is the worst gov-

erned people in Europe, not counting
Turkey, it has Increased In population the
past twenty year? from iS.'tO.OOO to 05,-''- V0

despite its loss by immigration.
With an increasing population now only
n.C".K) less than that of France, Italy
does not fear France. It will be possible
for France to be an ally of some greater
powe r, but it is, in all the elements which
make nations rivals in European affairs,
a declining nation.

Germany Is the growing nation of Europe
to-da- y. With the growth of its manu-
factures under the protective policy of
Bismarck Germany can count more white
civilized Europeans than any other Euro-
pean nation 5V)00,or.O. If, as is predicted
by some, the Austro-IIungaria- n empire
shall fall to pieces on the death of the
Emperor Francis Joseph, German Austria
would add territory and lö.OOO.OöO Inhab-
itants to the German empire. Assured of
the support of German Austria, Germany
stands next and not far behind the United

; States In what may be called superior
race population. France can do nothing
against Germany unless it should join
Russia, when Great Britrin would be
forced to sustain Germany for its own
safety. But there aro no indications that
Russia desires to extend its borders west-

ward. It seems to have found a larger
and moro profitable field for expansion In
tiio cast, to which it Is devoting all its
energies at the present time.

Thus it seems that the face of Europe
has so changed during the eighteen years
that the triple alliance has been in ex-

istence that it is no longer needed for the
purposes for which it was created the
protection of Germany, Austria and Italy
agiinst France and Russia. Its main-
tenance has always been a heavy burden
upon Italy, since the agreement enforced
lirst-clas- s expenditures for army and navy
upon a nation the general poverty of
whose people has made it a second-rat- e

power. France has a large army and a
considerable navy for which it lias no use,
now that it has lost the power to tako
the initiative, so that the holding of France
in check, for which the xilliance was
formed. Is no longer necessary, unless its
dissolution would embolden France to be-

come the open ally ef Russia.

I'ATIAT HKiUTS AM) PATENT
WHO.MiS.

It has been stated recently and not con-

tradicted that the Standard Oil Company
has paid n larg sum for a new patent
for converting petroleum Into heat and
light, ami that the invention is expected
te surpass all existing materials and meth-txl- s

In results. A new process that will
produce a fuel much cheaper than coal
and a light cheaper than gas or electricity
will become an important factor in twen-

tieth century civilization. If the Stand-
ard Oil Company has seeurel control of
such a patent it will be treated as x

monopoly, ami people will have to pay
roundly for any benefit they may derive
from it. Tho Standard Company controls
many patents and works them to increase
its vast wealth ji ihe expense of the peo-

ple. The same is true of other private
corporations which control public utilities,
as, for instance, the Bell Telephone Com-
pany. People become so accustome! to
the operation of these monopolies under
our patent laws that they do not consider
the inherent injustice of it or the possi-

bility of applying a remedy. As a gen-

eral principle it would seem that the gifts
of nature ought to be free to all, and
that no monopoly In such gifts should
be created by the government or allowed
t be created by an Individual. A monop-

oly in air, if such a thing were possible,
would be too monstrous to think of, yet
in all cities there Is a near approach to
monopoly in water. A monopoly in light
or fuel seems Just as wrong in principle,
li it were an open question and no: too
late for rconsileration it might be de-

sirable tor the ,tov rnmcnt to own all
the coal mines within its domain and
furnish fuel to the people at bare cost.
So of light and heat, which am equally
r.coc spirits of life. But if this is not prac-
ticable it seems at least unwise and un-

just for the government by its patent laws
i to encourage aim assist in the creation of
I ir.niopo!us in any public utility. The pat-

ent system as a whole is rieht. It is right
j th.it inventors sh'u:d enjoy for a term

of years certain privileges in connection
with the products of their brains, ingenuity
and toil. Within certain limits patent
laws are a great encouragement to In-

ventive tabmt, and therefore to the prog-
ross and prosperity of the country. But
when the best thought of the times is con-sidri- ng

how public utilities may be
brought more directly under public con-

trol and the rights of the people rescued
from monopolies it is a question whether
the government shouhl lenl itself to the
creation of such monopolies by granting
pat;r.ts on inventions affecting publi.
utilities. As a general rule physicians
who make a discovery or Invent an ap-

pliance calculated to benefit mankind de-

cline to take out a patent on it. They
give It for the benefit of the human race.
This is a noble impulse, and it finds ex-

pression In the medical profession oftener
than In any other.

To recur to the case In hand: if the
Standard Oil Company has paid J3.000.000

for the new fuel and light process, as
stated, it expects, of course, to make a
great deal more than that out of it. A

patent is granted for seventeen years,
and during that period the Standard Com-

pany "will doubtless extort from the public
maaj Umas &0QCt,000 through a monopoly

granted by the government. If it had been
possible for the government in the first in-

stance to pay the Inventor his price for
Ids process and then make it free to the
world to be used by any and all com-

panies, the people would have been im-

mensely gainers and have been saved the
humiliation of contributing still further
to the vast wealth of a corporation that
has already extorted too much from them
under the forms of law and under oilier
patents. Wise and just as patent laws
are, they are not perfect when they not
only permit, but encourage, the creation
of odious monopolies in nature's gifts
and in public utilities. It is a question
v. hcther such Inventions should not either
be denied the right of patent, or else the
government reserve to itself the right of
taking them over and making them free
to the people. A patent right should not
be made a patent wrong.

FALSE ECONOMIC VIEWS.
An organization in Chicago calling itself

the Social Economics Club has been con-

sidering the problem of the minimum of
money that will enable a working boy or
girl or student to live at home. Such a
study may be useful, but it is quite as like-
ly to be harmful. If such clubs consider
discrimination In expenditure they can be
useful, but if the object of this investiga-
tion is to ascertain upon how little a hu-

man being can subsist and yet labor or
study with a view of adopting a low stand-
ard of living, it Is pernicious in the ex-

treme. In the matter of diet, overfeeding
is bad for those who indulge, and advan-
tageous to the physician, but overfeeding
is usually an Individual or a family indul-
gence, so that the penalty Is restricted. In-

sufficient nutrition, however, has often
caused the decay of the masses in whole
nations. Other causes may be assigned
for their decay and fall, but insufficient
nourishment is at the bottom of these mis-

fortunes. The half-fe- d man is like the en-

gine run with half the proper amount of
fuel. It has been a current opinion among
a class of would-b- e educators that the best
results in study can be obtained from a low
u.et. We have been told of students who
made wonderful progress while subsisting
on a few crackers each day, but those
who have told these wonderful thing? have
not followed the student with the hungry
stomach and starved brain in after years
and noted the destruction of the natural
vital forces. China is to-da- y an illustra-
tion of the condition of a whole people
which has been the victim of insufficient
diet for centuries.

But as a matter of economics the
and an apple menu is as un-

fortunate as it can be. The volume of the
products of labor and machinery which a
people can purchase and consume is the
measure of its prosperity. When a com-

munity receives for its efforts a large com-

pensation as wages and profits, it is sure
to expend it liberally for food, clothing
and other articles, the list of which in-

creases with the capacity of purchase.
Articles which are luxuries in the judg-

ment of those who receive scanty com-

pensation for their labor become the neces-

saries of life to those who receive liberal
returns for toil and enterprise. Large and
diversified "consumption keeps all the pro-

ductive energies of a people employed, but
the moment consumption dwindles indus-

tries falter, factories run on half time,
wages decline and a lower standard of liv-

ing Is enforced. Not the least important
factor in conditions which have placed this
country at the head of the industrial world
is that the American people are the best
fed, best clothed and best housed in the
world. The American workman is forcing
his products into the world's markets to-

day because, being the best fel, he is
naturally the most Intelligent and can do
more work in a given time. They are the
best fed people at the outset, and, as a
matter of course, the best educateel and
most resolute who are controlling the
world's affairs. The decaying nations can
be named, and in all of them the masses
are scantily fed. Defective systems of gov-

ernment made it impossible for the peas-

antry in the rural sections and the com-

mon people in European cities to earn
sufficient wages to purchase the food nec-

essary to nutrition. Inability to purchase
destroyed the market for foods and the
time came when, by the loss of markets,
it did not pay to till the soil as it should
be, so that a half-starve- d people and soil
brought decay.

Within reasonable limits economy is to
be commended, but when It is carried to
extremes it brings about general elistress.
Wage earners aro urged to save money
against a rainy day, and it is good advice
within proper limits, but if every wage
earner should deny himself and those de-

pendent upon him everything but the ar-

ticles necessary to sustain life, he would
add millions to the deposits of savings
banks, but at the same time he would
curtail the business of every producer who
employs labor and capital to an extent that,
in two or three years, there would be no
opportunity to earn wages. The wealth
coming from labor and the full consump-

tion of Its products would son be piled up
in banks which would find no satisfactory
borrowers because every industry would be
paralyzed. Those well-meani- ng persons
who devote themselves to ascertaining how
httle nutritive food people who work can
consume and yet survive are not econo-

mists in the true serie of the word, but
are the promoters of poverty and physical
and mental lecay. The. real economist

with a view to secure larger
employment and better compensation, as-tur- od

that when these arc secured the
chief points have been attained.

WOMEN'S OltGANr.ATIO.NS.
A charter member of the original society

of the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion writes to the New York Tribune,
sharply criticising the national organlza- -

j tion for its centralization of power a con
dition shown by the manner in whic.i the
ofilces. with the exception of the president
generalship, are divided among a few wom-

en year after year the concentration of
energies upon petty personal pedities, the
neglect of the real interests and pur-
poses of the body, and the consequent
inability of delegates who spend time and
money in coming to the annual meet-
ings to carry through any profitable leg-

islation or to enact any measures for tho
general benefit. The writer points to the
recent gathering in Washington, whose
proceedings were regarded by spectators
as more amusing than a circua, as proof
of her argument, ar.d she certainly has
no need of better evidence. But, per-
haps, after all, she dees not get at the
real cause of the-difficulty- . Is it not pos-

sible that one reason why more definite
and Ulnlfled ends art not accomplished

Is that many members of the various
branches of the society, perhaps many
delegates, do not really understand what
the original purposes of the organization
or of its founders were? There is some
reason to suspect that a proportion of
them, at least, regard, membership in the
body as desirable because, as they fancy,
it Implies a- - certain exclusiveness. is a
proof of pedigree, etc., and that they
know or care very little about the pa-

triotic purposes of the originators. Thea,
too, it must be remembered that organi-

zation is a comparatively new thing
among women, and they are still fas-

cinated with the workings of its machlnery
without regard to the results. They like
to pull the strings and set the wheels to
going just for the sake of seeing them
go. The D. A. R. is not the only wom-

en's organization affected in this way.
Women urc as yet "jiners" for the novelty
of the thing; when the. novelty wears yrt

and they leain that "what they are here
for" is not the spoils of office, social en-

tertainment or child's play, they will per-

haps get down to serious work or perhaps
resign and seek amusement in ether fichl3.

co-Meij-
y m:eii:d.

The nomenclature which classes all the-

ater performances under the general head
of "amusements" leaves something to be
desired, since so few of them do amuse.
More people than ever before seek pleasure
at the theater. The common need for en-

tertainment, recreation, variety in life, finds
expression in this; way. Doubtless, many
get what they want, for the needs of all
are not the same, and neither entertain-
ment nor recreation necessarily involves
the 'element of amusement. An intense
"problem play" or a tragedy of the deepest
dye may aiTord the intellectual stimulus
that one' man, whose daily round is one of
dull monotony, desires; another gets real
enjoyment from a wild, swash-bucklin- g

melodrama; another from the heavy histor--
I ical play. None of these are amusements,

however, in the strict sense of the word.
Even those who profess to enjoy them suffer
a strain upon the emotions that leaves a
feeling of mental and physical weariness.
What nine people out of ten instinctively
desire when they go to the theater Is the
relaxation of amusement the forgetfulness
of dally cares that only a laugh or a smile
can bring. This is proved by the way in
v hich men whose business occupations are
exacting patronize the lighter class of
plays, the so-call- ed comic operas, the
vaudeville performances, even the dreary
relics of the once really amusing minstrel
shows. It is proved again by the ease with
which such audiences are entertained.
Jokes hoary with age, or of a thinness that
would make them unrecognizable outside,
are here greeted with joyous applause. The
hearers want to laugh, and accept the
slightest opportunity. It is the same prin-
ciple, a need for a change of thought, a
lessening of the daily stress, that causes
men like the late Charles A. Dana to spend
leisure moments In perusal of the preposter-
ous fiction found between the paper covers
of five-ce- nt novels. Such a choice of litera-
ture is common, it is said, with jbusy law-
yers, physicians and other professional
men upon whom the intellectual strain u
especially great.

This need for amusement being so general,
it is a great pity that the want of the pub-
lic is not met by the production of a better
class of light plays, Even those who laugh
at what is given them on the stage feel
that they would like something original
and new. Are the molern writers of plays
not capable of producing a genuine comedy,
or arg managers so weddel to the hodge-pedg- e,

rag-ba- g, rag-tim- e style of produc-
tion that they will consider no other? Or
do they underrate the taste and power of
appreciation of the public? There is somo
reason to believe that the fault is not alto-gth- er

with the managers, and that, per-
haps, they offer the best they can procure.
Humor does not seem to be a common
pessession of the authors of the day, If one
may judge by the novels printed. In a
majority of these books the smallest touch
of this quality is lacking. When it is
found, even though of the horse-lo- t flavor,
as in "David Ilarum," the popularity of
the book containing it is assured. A genu-
inely funny play, especially if it were
American in all its features, would, when
properly presented, make the fortune of
its author. It is not the day of great writ-
ers, either of comedy or tragedy, but some-
thing less than the greatest would supply
a real wantv The pressure of modern life
demands relief, but if it affects the writing
fraternity as well as the rest of the world,
and checks the spirit of gayety and wit so
that thy cannot provide the relief, where,
then, shall we turn?

There is at least one thing to be said in
favor of the Christian Scientist sect. It is
their custom. It appears, to dedicate their
churches only when the edifices are free
from debt. As the members naturally de-

sire the dedication to take place imme-
diately after the completion of the build-
ing, the consequence is that the money
is raised in advance and there is no debt
left as nn Incubus. In Chicago to-d- ay a
congregation which has been in existence
but two years and a half will dedicate a
house of worship, whose cost, together
with the ground, organ and furnishings,
was $120.000. This bulVdng. which is on the
North Side, is, by the way, the second
Christian Scientist Church in Chicago, the
first, a very handsome building on Drexcl
boulevard, having been erectetl in 1S'.7. A
thlril church, also costly, is in course of
erection on the West Side, and will, it is
expected, be dedicated in June. A church
lately built by this sect In New York is one
of the finest in the city, and, as is well
known, the "mother church" in Boston is
a large and costly structure. All this
buihling movement goes to show that the
Christian Scientist denomination is com-
ing to be one of wealth and infiuence. and
that, whatever outsiders may think of its
doctrines. It is not a society to be whistled
down the wind.

It is evidently hoped that the latest as-

surances which the Russian government
has voluntarily given the Cnited States

; that it will not seek to annex Manchuria
are made in good faith and that its promise
to accept in full the principles set forth
in the memorandum of Secretary Hay re-

specting the territory of China will be kept.
The professions and acts of Russia are
often confusing, but if friendship for the
United States will lead Russia to accept
our policy, much that has been said of that
government will be withdrawn. It is un-

fortunate for Russia that all reports re-

garding her schemes and movements or
alleged movements must come from sources
hostile to the imperial rulers of that na-

tion. The report that 300,000 troops would
ba sent to occupy Manchuria is promptly

contradicted and thown to be Impossible,
for the reason that the present facilities of
transportation would not enable Russia to
assemble so many men in that province of
China in a year.

President Andrew Draper, of the Univer-

sity of Illinois, in a recent address traced
the development of the people of the United
States for one hundred years, showing how
the feeling of nationality had grown and
how firmly the idea of democracy had
fceen implanted In the minds of the people,

thus proving that there is no tendency to
Imperialism. He also showed that there
was more squalor, vice, crime and pauper-
ism in New York and Philadelphia a hun-

dred years ago in proportion to population
than at the present time. In 1S09, in those
two cities, one-twelf- th of the people needed
public assistance. In a population of sO.OOO

there was at one time l.HOO grogshops. If
the Hadltys would speak less frequently
and the Drapers oftener we might have
more faith in ourselves.

What Kentucky papers call "a personal
encounter," and what would be designated
elsewhere as a street fight, occurred in
Louisville a day or two ago between Gen.
Castleman, who formerly commanded a
Kentucky regiment, and a Mr. Forrester,
who was assistant adjutant general at the
same time. While the light was In progress
a pleasing Incident occurretl, of which the
Louisville Courier-Journ- al says:

General Castleman's friends tell a story
on him which Illustrates his uniform po-

liteness. They say that while the fighting
was at. its thickest Mr. Forrester's hat fell
to the ground and the general stepped upon
it. He immetliately ceased hostilities and
begged Mr. Forrester's pardon for having
stepped on his hat. He then proceeded to
deal his opponent a few more body blows.

Belligerent amenities like that are like
the flowers that bloom on the dividing walls
in politics. They could scarcelyoecur out-
side of Kentucky, where the requirements
of the knightly code are observed in all
their strictness.

The United States Cireult Court in Tren-
ton, N. J., has issued a temporury injunc-
tion to prevent Professor Devoe from giv-

ing his weather predictions to the public
through a Tennessee firm which has paid
him for the exclusive right to use his lore-castin- g

of weather. How much the Ten-
nessee firm paid for the exclusive use of
the prophetic utterances of the professor
does not appear. His methods of divining
the eiuality of weather do not depend upon
the taking of observations, as docs the Na-

tional Bureau, but he gives a day to the
work now and then and fixes the weather
for months.

It Is said of a new novel by a Chicago
man that the streets of Cliicago have never
been pictured more clearly, nor the life
that surges along them interpreted more
laithfully than Is done in this book. But
wny embalm the streets of Chicago in this
fashion, consiuering their general unat-tractivencs- s?

It is salil of a prominent actress, now in
New York, that next season slvj will make
at least one and probably three important
stage productions "of an artistic and eth-

ical nature." And w hat, in the name
of the up-to-da- te drama, is an ethical
stago production?

FROM HITHER AND YON.

The Alchemy of Sprlii.
O'er where the cow-sli- p lies inurned

The mllk-vv- f ol shooteth up.
And when the winds of March have churned

Behold the butter-cup- ! Judge.

Forever Too Late.
Chloapo Itcconl-Horal- d.

"How. much Til your baby weigh?"
"Oh, dearl Do you know, I'm so provoked!

They forgot all about v.eij?hin the dear little
thing until it was nearly two hours old, so we'll
never know."

The Proyer Spirit.
Life.

First Doctor I don't think It absolutely neces-
sary to operate.

Second Doctor Hut I told them that it was.
"Oh, well then, as a matter of professional

courtesy, 1, of course, shall ntand by what you
said."

One Sufficient.
Philadelphia Press.

Tommy Mamma, give Elsie an apple, won't
you ?

Mamma I suppose you'll want one for your-
self then, too.

Tommy No. Just give one to F.lsie. Wo're
going to play Adam and Eve, and she's going to
tempt me.

SliiKserlnj;.
Detroit Journal.

We could scarce believe our senses.
"Yes," said the savant, "this -- upparatus for

measuring time is extremely delicate! By means
of it we are enable to cognize the Interval dur-
ing which Mr. Rockefeller's income is one dol-

lar! Actually!"
How p rfectly staggering, in thought. It sug-

gested magic, in fact.

31 o uar i'li und ViinsuI.
Chicago Tribune.

The preacher's theme was "Daniel."
After the benediction one of the strangers In

the congregation atked an usher what the pas-

tor's name was.
"His name is King," said the usher.
"Will you introduce me to him?"
"With pleasure. What is your name?"
"Daniel."
The usher introduced him.
"I am glad to meet you. Mr. King," said the

stranger. "I'm your fubject. "

LITERARY NOTES.

It is reported by booksellers that Kip-
ling's "Jungle Books," though by no means
the latest written, sell better than his other
works.

Mr. Maurice Hewlett is giving up his
post in the British civil service in order
to devote himself entirely to literature. He
is at present writing a short story.

Mrs. Max Muller has undertaker, to write
a life of her husband. Prof. Max Muller,
and desires to collect all letters and papers
which may be in the possession of his
friends.

Julian Hawthorne writes of Selma Lager
lof, the Norwegian novelist, that he thlnka
she exhibits a higher form of genius than
even Bjornsen. "She Is in some respects,"
he says, "the greatest woman writer thatever Jived."

Mr. Laurence Housman has solemnly de-
nied that he is the author of the "English-
woman's Love Letters," so it will now be
thought necessary by many people to
search for a new author. Interest in the
book seems to have died out, however, as
suddenly as it arose.

Although the published books of Baron
Acton, professor of modern histqry at Cain-bridg- e,

are in inverse ratio to his attain
ments, he is one of the mos,t learned mtn j

of modern times. He is also a prominent
itoman amoiic layman or England, and 13
in his sixty-seven- th year.

The somewhat exaggerated reports of
Tolstoi's illness are contradicted by the
fact that the novelist is hard at work on
his new novel, "Father Sergius." Nor does
his excommunication prevent him froxnhandling dangerous and forbidden themes.
The forthcoming story deals with the spir-
itual history of a monk who at one timewas an aristocratic debauche and laterwas almost worshiped by the believers asa saint.

Henrik Ibsen, the eminent Norwegian
writer, is fastidiously neat in his habits,
punctual and painstaking, but never in a
hurry, says Current Literature. He keps
on his table a small tray containing a num-
ber of grotesque figures, among them a
wooden bear, two or tnre.e cats and soro?

? B

MODERS FABLES." by Georgs Adc

J3hc Modern Fable
Story WorRer and

One Night a Schemer who was learning
how to get the Coin without Investing any-

thing on his own Hook was awakened by a
Noise In his Bed Chamber. He peeked out
over the Coverlet and saw a Professional
Burglar trying in vain to find something
valuable.

"You are on a cold Lay," said the re-

cumbent Man to the Robber. "The As-

sessor and Sheriff have" been here and have
failed to uncover any Assets, so what
Chance have you got? There must be some-

thing wrong with your System of House
Breaking or else you would be following a
stronger Lead than this. Also permit me

to say that you must be shy on Pro-

fessional Courtesy or you would not try to
clean out a Brother who has made a Living
by Sharp Practices ever since he was seven-

teen years old."
"Alas, the Competition is so keen and

the Swag so uncertain we have to tackle
any Job that offers itself," said the Other.

"I sec?," said the Schemer, sitting up on
the Husks. "The Business is being put on

the Bum by Overproduction and too many
Operating Expenses. What you want is to
get some Smooth Citizen of about my Build
to come along and merge all the Burglari-
ous Enterprises into one big Syndicate with
a New Jersey Charter. We eould give it a
harmless and misleading Name, such as the
American House Cleaning Company. We
can pull every one into the Combine. If ob-

scure outside Burglars refuse to put their
Jimmies and Jacks into the Pool we will
send Agents into their respective Terri-

tories to steal up everything before they
can get at it, thus teaching them the Beau-

ties of Co-operati- We will compel them
to eat Humble Pie and get into the Band
Wagon on our Terms."

"It looks Good," said the Burglar, "and
I suppose it will be sufficiently Illegal to
make it Enjoyable."

"The Legality of the Deal cuts no Figure
to long as we are not Landed," said the
Organizer. "There will be a Crackerjack
Lawyer employed by the Year, whose one
Duty it will be to keep the Directors out of
Jail. If there is any Hue and Cry against
the Monopoly wc can get some one with
white Side Whiskers to be Interviewed,
and he will explain why it will be better
for the People to have their Houses en-

tered by the Representatives of a large
and carefully managed Corporation."

"This will certainly be Lavender for
those who get In on the Ground Floor,"
said the Burglar. "But why are you. with-

out any Private Interest as a Porch Climb-

er or any Experience in picking Locks, so
eager to promote this Scheme?"

"It will be a Stock Company, and for my
Services in getting you together in this be-

nevolent Combination 1 will grab off two-thir- ds

of the Shares," replied the Organizer.
"I am learning that the High Guy these
days is not the Producer. The real Patsy
is the one who calls for a Jack Pot and
then takes charge of the Kitty. You go out
and tell all your Competitors to get into
Line. 1 need the Stuff."

And another Industrial Alliance was kept
out of the Newspapers.

Moral Everything is Velvet to those who
take no Chances.

THE MODERN FABLE OF THE WOM-

AN'S TRUE FRIEND AND THE
HOPEFUL ANTIQUE.

One Day a Beauty Doctor sat in her Pink
Reception Room hoping that she resembled
her Lithographs. Her income was a Dollar
every time she took a Full Breath. She got
it by selling Freckle Food and a Prepara-
tion for getting rid of Moles called Moline.
Her hot Specialty was to Calcimine the
Has-Bec- ns and feed them a little Ginger
and send them into the Arena looking like
Vassar Girls unless the Rain happened to
wash It off. It did not take her long to put
an Extension on an Eyebrow, and she
could provide a Blush for those who hud
been going to Card Parties so long that
they had forgotten how to Blush. When
she got after a Wild Hair the Hair simply
threw up both Hands and iuit. In a little
Folder entitled "How lo Fool Everbody ex-

cept those who live In the Same House"
she had proved that there was no Reason
why a Girl of sixty should not look nine-
teen if she put on enough Shellac and kept
out of the Light.

The Beauty Doctor had seen many a
Derelict float in for a new Coat of Armor
Plate, but the Nobody's Darling that wafted
in this Day established a Record. She was
something like Poultry. That is, if she
carrleii any Adipose it did not show In her
Face or Feet. And she wouldn't have torn
under the Wing. She had a Bird's-Ey- e Ma-
ple Complexion and wore one of these
Gowns that you get by measuring yourself
with a String and sending Two Dollars.
She had about as much Contour as the Let-
ter I. Without saying anything in Dis-
paragement of her Private Character or
denying that she may have been kind to
her Relations, it may be added that she
resembled a Dally Hint from the Short
Timber.

"I saw your Card in the Bee-Keepe- rs'

Bazaar and I have decided to back in for a
few Repairs," said the Visitor. "If you
can build me out with a Set of Curves the

that tray and its occupants before me onmy table. 1 could not write without them. J

But why I use them is my own secret."
This caustic paragraph is from an En- - !

gllsh paper: "During the inquiries into the
I

proposed alteration of the copyright laws
in America the commissioner of labor is
paid to have asked the question: Is piracy
beneficial to printers or publishers?' Ap-
parently, if the answer were in the af-
firmative it would be a point against in-
ternational copyright. This is certainly a
beautiful example ' ef utilitarianism. It
would be; much on the same lines If a roy-
al commission were appointed to answer
tho questions: is murder profitable to po-
licemen? Is burglary beneficial to lock-
smiths? Or, is robbery with violence help-
ful to the clothing trades?"

Mr. Augustine Birrell once Incautloucly
purchasea the works of Hannah Moic
nineteen fat volumes of them for some-
thing like fc!.23. They became a nuisance,
and he was puzzled as to how to get rid of
them. "As for selling them. It Is hot easyto sell nineteen volumes of a stone de idauthor, particularly if you He three mdsfrom a railway station ami do not kee.- - atrap." Mr. Birrell resorted to a lespcracexpedient: "I had to do something, amiquickly, too, for eorely ne-d.- .J was Mi" aMore' shelf. So l bi-rie- d the nineteen 'vol-
umes in the back garden. 'Out of i- -ht

out of rnind.' said I. cheerfully, stampi-i-the- m

down." He will not dig them unagain: "I shall leave them where they areburied in a cliff facing due north, witnnothing between them and the pole butleagues and leagues of hungry ocean."
The London Mall says, in speaking of the

output of books: "It is difficult to under-
stand how publishers can hope to make
any profit on half or even a quarter of tho
books they Issue. During one week of Feb-
ruary 122 books of one kind and anotherwere published. This number includes neweditions, novels poetry, schoolbooks, ser-mons, proceedings of learned societies etcIt may be sarely assumed that, despite SirWalter Besant and the Authors' Societya great many of the poems and novels arestill Issued at the author's expense Sogreat is the output of six-shliltn- g" novelsthat booksellers are declining to take copies

of ihe econd--
ihe Organiz-c-r Z j

-7----t- u
same as I see in the Cigarette Picture:: ai d
cause my Hair to Bush out ar.! h.ng to tl.es

Belt Line the wme a it used to wh i: I
was Goddess of Liberty on a Hay vYugi'a
in the first Giant Campaign and fcive in
some perfumed Dope that will restcie a
Peaches and Cream Complexion on or be-

fore May 1 I will do the Generous Tiling
by you and pay In up to Seven Dollars."

The Beauty Doctor seldom took th
Count, but this was one of the Times. "M
Private Secretary will take charge of your
Case," she sail faintly, and then she went
into another Apartment and lay down.

The Private Secretary was the Last Re-

sort. He had no Conscience. For two sea-

sons he had been a Cloak Salesman.
"Surely you have not come here for Treat-
ment." he said, smiling at the Caller. "You
have the Shape that they are raving about
in Paree this Spring, and we could not im-

prove your general Tint no matter how
many Coats we used. The quiet and unob-
trusive Elegance of your Get-L'- p, combined
with what Nature has so generously par-

celed out to you, makes it unnecessary to
attempt any Alterations. All that you iue--

to do is to retain intact your present Cate-
gory of Superlative Charms. This you can
manage by a careful Perusal of our Book
'How to stay Pretty.' It comet. t Tea
Bucks."

So the moulting Hawk had the Volum
wrapped up and went away tickled, for she
knew that she was a chippery Bird of Para-
dise. .

Moral The only Ones who need Patch
ing are those who Think they need it.
THE MODERN FABLE OF THE DAY'S

WORK AND THE MORNING AFTER.
One Morning a Rounder sat on the Edge

of his Bee ami wondered if there was Any-
thing in it. His Tongue felt like a Rug. Hj
was afraid to work his Face for fear it
would Crack.

He took a Cold Plunge, rubbed some
Pepper Sauce in his Hair, drank a Quart of
Hot Water, gargletl a Patent Preparation
warranted to kill the Maroon Taste, and
by that Time he was able to look at Ida
Watch and realize that nobody in the whole
World truly Loved him. He did not seem
to have any nippy Craving for Breakfast,
so he drank two large ruby red Cocktails,
smelling like Furniture Polish, just as an
Appetizer. After lie got them placed he sat
at the Window for a while watching the
Landscape ftraighten itself out. He re-

membered that he had two or three Friend
after all, so he decided to give this Earth
another Trial. Accordingly he ure'.c-re- up
as many Ham and Eggs as could be fon-e-

on one Platter and two Stacks of Buck-

wheat Cakes, and he kept on until he had
extinguished the Cocktails.

At an Early Ago the Rounder had read
in McGizzick's Physiology that the Capac-
ity of the Human Stomach is Three Pints.
His Object in Life was to prove that Mo-Gizzi- ck

was away Off ami mu?t have got
hold of a Youth's Size.

After the Rounder had smothered the
Cocktails unler K) Cents' worth of Plain
Food he started for his Office, where he
met a Drummer, who totk him out to talk
Business. They opened two or three Cold
Bots and ate a few hillocks of Cottage
Cheese, Souse, Dill Pickles, Radishes, Blut-
wurst and Rye Bread with Caraway In it
because they were Free. Then the Rounder
excused himself because he had a Date for
Luncheon. This light Repast consisted of
Blue Points, Gumbo Soup. FriM Spring
Chicken, Baked Potatoes, Cheese and other
Delicatessen, floate! to its Destination in a
mixture of Ale and Stout, sometimes known
as Liquid Buckshot. In the Afternoon our
Hero went to his Club and played Pool,
and whoever had it put on him had to buy
what made Milwaukee famous for the
Others. Along in the Middle of the After-
noon the McGIzzick Theory did not have a
Leg to stand on.

At Dinner Time he keyed up on Aqua
Fortis and Bitters, which enabled him to
take Nine Courses, with Red, White, and
Blue Irrigators to keep him Encouraged,
and then four California Grapes for Des-
sert. By this Time McGizzick. Author of
the School Physiology, was a Liar by tho
Watch.

In the Evening the Rounder went to a
Show. Between Acts he sauntered out with
a few Western Gentlemen and seeped up
frequent High Balls, accompanied by a lit-

tle Snack of Oyster Crackers, the Mummi-
fied Herring known as the Blind Rubin,
Water Cress and Anchovies. Alter tho
Show they dropped in for their Broiled
Lobster, Combination Salad, Welsh Rabbit
and Nineteen Rounds of something to take.
At a late Hour the Man who had demon-
strated that McGizzick was an Ignoramus
went to his Brass Bedstead and lapsed into
a State of Coma.

NexC morning his Room was twisted.
Some one had put a Bed of Live Coals un-

der the Sheet. He felt as if he had sw al-
lowed a Steam Radiator and some one had
gone down to repair it, and be had a casa
of Bust-Hea- d and a dry. crackly Thirst.He sent for a Physician, and when theLearned Man came to make his D'.agno.-l-s
the Rounder said: "Doc, it's my own Fault.
1 ate some Grapes last Night.

Moral Avoid Fruit.

S VZr T ,hat as
t wonTd t00f flT fl'li'S ullet.

E'1 ,hlns to 1,1,1 thL' f1'v msLShil
. . - v UI.I II JU I'lrender them invulnerable and clear out :w.

"'"lu"iS oi fioci; at a very small coat tothe government."

WISDOM OF CURRENT PICTI0N.
Discretion means a good memory for the

lies you've told.-Ro- bert Oran:;e.
The interest on cur illegal debts is fr.-She"- V.y

Clallllei1 in I'uWicA Little Gr, y

Why do people of common se ne e v. r
Snfn!.IPnlanat,nS frm U j'11""

of a Grass Widow.
Oftentimes the necessity for mere physi-

cal exertion alleviates the .lull pun ofhopelessness and Induce, mi u forgetthemsclves.-Jo- hn Vytul.
Milton wrote? "Para, !!. Lost" ;0 justify

the ways of Clod to rr.er.. No ore hisvwturcd on an e:ie to Justify the v.vy:; tothem of women. The Weaker Sex.
After all, good comradeship i ;i teadi--- r

force than love, if not r..i overwh. l::,ing.
HonJL1!1"5' l tho tot-is- of tb- - emo-o- f

Alw "utruns the hare.-T- he portion

The truth seems to be that it Is im:ssi-bl- e
to lay tho ghost of u fact. Vou car.
nl r 5llirk It-- an- nave come across

famlKrV"0 who could wink at thurLord Jim.
She came of a sthT-necke- d fand. v. enone side at least, and sometimes stiff-m-ck-InVdu-

0r.pnmjnccd in a child Cane?nJri;A ,n hom U b? temper.-- ! byand poIicy.-T- he Portion nf U- -

The nagging woman is born, as theynot made; and she'll nag like the roe
?0l

h? to. but be- -
htlr it. And a woman to

aefv n,ot cime Plural will never
iertLnnn?1 W at it. try as sheHenry.

I believe that most men, not merely
Poets, work or in the hope that ome day


